
C1 / beszédértés 2. feladat: America’s child brides 
 

Megoldás 

 

11. High security conditions in the office are needed 

because of ... . 

A. local regulations 

B. opponents’ threats   

C. local residents’ attacks 

B 

12. The location of the office is … . 

 

A. easily accessible 

B. not properly indicated 

C. not disclosed  

C 

13. Jane is slightly astonished by the … the office. 

 

A. wall decoration of 

B. objects on display in 

C. objectives of 

B 

14. 30-50 people belong to the ... . 

 

A. office 

B. campaign 

C. protest group 

C 

15. The items in the office are ... . 

 

A. on sale 

B. decoration elements  

C. used during protests  

C 

16. Fraidy tells a story of a man … . 

 

A. asking for details 

B. criticising them 

C. supporting them  

B 

17. Underage marriage is not considered a crime due 

to … . 

A. the age of victims 

B. emotional attraction 

C. lack of  violence involved 

A 

18. The victims are often from ... . 

 

A. a variety of backgrounds  

B. poor families  

C. minority groups 

A 

19. The abuse is normally committed by ... . 

 

A. older family members  

B. male family members  

C. the parents 

C 

20. Getting the new legislation through has been … . 

 

A. short and simple 

B. promoted by legislators 

C. strenuous work 

C 

 

  



Transcript 

Jane: Fraidy, hey, it’s Jane! This has been like Fort Knox getting here. Why all this security? 

Fraidy: Well, unfortunately we get threats from people who don’t love what we are doing, and 

think forced marriage and child marriage are beautiful, wondrous thing that should remain 

forever. 

Jane: But you wouldn’t even tell me how to find your office until a got here. 

Fraidy: You can never be too safe.  

Jane: Well, now I’m here, thank you very much. Fraidy, what are all these wedding dresses? It 

seems a little bit odd for someone who’s trying to get people out of marriage. Is this a side 

business of yours? 

Fraidy: Are you looking to buy a bridal gown? No, this is not a side business. So we invented a 

form of protest that we call the ‘Chain in’. We are… we gather, a group of us, usually between 

thirty and fifty people, and we wear bridal gowns, and chains to show the world this is what life 

looks like for a girl or woman who is forced to marry. So it’s a really powerful way to show the 

world what a horrific experience a forced marriage is. 

Jane: So, these dresses, obviously you get a lot of support for protests. Do you ever get people 

who are not so happy with what you are doing?  

Fraidy: Oh, we definitely get those as well. So, for example, it was a year or two ago I received 

an e-mail from a guy out west, who said “ How dare you tell me I can’t love a child?” And he 

wrote that his boss’s daughter, he could tell, even though she is only a child, is in love with him 

and he plans to marry her.  

Jane: Surely though, Fraidy, that’s straightforward pedophilia. But how is that different to what 

you’re talking about in actual underage marriage.  

Fraidy: Well, most of the children who marry in the United States are sixteen or seventeen. And 

that is not pedophilia, and that it’s in fact not even considered statutory rape in most of the United 

States. And also my understanding of pedophilia is that it’s sexual attraction to prepubescent 

children as opposed to most of the children who marry at sixteen or seventeen. 

Jane: Who is most likely to be at risk of being married underage? 

Fraidy: The women and the girls who have reached out to us, they come from every major 

religion, secular backgrounds, they come from every socio-economic level, they come from 

families that have been in the United States for many generations, as well as from immigrant 

families, from countries of origin on every inhabited continent. This is a gender violence issue. 

The commonalities are 1) it’s almost always the girl, a girl or a woman who is subjected to this. 

And number 2) the perpetrators are almost always the parents. These aren’t strangers grabbing 

girls off the street and forcing to marry, these are the girls’ own parents.  



Jane: This has obviously been your life’s work. How difficult was it to get a law that made 

marriage at eighteen without exceptions a law in New Jersey? 

Fraidy: We’re talking about legislation that is common sense obvious legislation. It’s also simple, 

it’s one page, less than one page, it’s just crossing out the parts of existing law that allows… 

Jane: So why is it such a struggle? 

Fraidy: We were shocked that it was such a struggle. We had no idea. We thought legislators 

would give us a hug and a high five and pass these laws immediately and unanimously.   

 

 

 

 


